
1 
 

Idaho State Department of Education 
Public Schools Strategic Plan 

FY2016-FY2021 
 

Vision Statement 

Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve. 
 

Mission Statement 

The Idaho State Department of Education is dedicated to providing the highest 
quality of support and collaboration to Idaho’s public schools, teachers, students 

and parents. 

 
 
 
With these indicators and guiding principles as our focus, the Idaho State Department of 
Education will increase student achievement by focusing on the following areas: 
 

• Maintain and continue to improve Idaho’s new system of increased accountability 
which focuses on student academic growth for all students, provides multiple 
measures of school and student success based on outcomes, and provides for 
meaningful teacher and principal evaluations.  
 

Indicators of a High-Quality Education System 
 

• High student achievement 
• Low dropout rate 
• High percentage of students going on to postsecondary education 
• Closed achievement gap 
• All decisions based on current accurate data 
• Efficient use of all resources 
• Individualized education through technology  

 
Guiding Principles 

1. The needs of children must drive any necessary change. 

2. Every student can learn and must have a highly effective teacher in every 
classroom. 

3. Current and new resources must focus on the demands of the 21st Century. 
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• Expanding student learning by creating a 21St century classroom that is not 
limited by walls, bell schedules, availability of courses, and geography. Every 
student and all teachers will have equal access to the latest technology no matter 
where they live.  

 
• Continuing to work with districts on accurate and timely submissions of data to 

the Idaho System for Education Excellence (ISEE) and ensure the quality of 
submissions. 
 

• Continue to implement the Idaho System for Education Excellence (ISEE) in 
which every teacher in Idaho will have access to timely and relevant information 
on student achievement, digital content, and formative assessments through a 
statewide item bank and end-of-course assessments. 
 

• Increasing choice options for students including charter, magnet, and alternative 
schools as well as course offerings through digital learning, including the Idaho 
Education Network.  
 

The State Department of Education partners with independent school districts to ensure 
all students receive an education that prepares students for successful post-secondary 
education, employment and life. 

Goal 1:  All Idaho students persevere in life and are ready for college and careers. 

Objective 1: Increase of the number of students proficient or advanced on the ISAT 
(prior to the implementation of higher standards) 

Performance Measures: Percent of students who score proficient or advanced on the 
ISAT. 

Benchmark: 90 percent of students proficient on reading, 82 percent of students 
proficient of math, 77 of students proficient in language arts. 

Objective 2. Implement higher standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics.  

Performance Measures: Percentage of students who pass the new Idaho Standards 
Achievement Tests (ISAT) based on higher English Language Arts and Mathematics 
standards. 

Benchmark:  Sixty percent of students in grades 3-8 will achieve proficiency on the new 
ISAT in math and English language arts after it is first administered in Spring 2015. 

Objective 3:  Improve access to postsecondary education while in high school. 

Performance Measures: Percentage of students completing an advanced opportunity.  
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Benchmark: Sixty percent of students completing a dual credit, AP course or Tech Prep.  

Objective 4: Every high school junior will take a college readiness exam. 

Performance Measure: Percentage of students who score college- and career-ready in 
areas of exam: reading, writing and math. 

Benchmark: 40 percent of high school students score college and career ready on a 
college readiness exam. 

Goal 2: Implement a longitudinal data system where teachers, administrators and 
parents have accurate student achievement data for a child’s educational career. 

Objective1: Create reports with longitudinal statistics to guide system-level improvement 
efforts.  

Performance Measure: Development of aggregate-level longitudinal data for 
individualized student growth expectations. 

Benchmark: Every Idaho student who takes the ISAT has a growth report available to 
his/her teacher and parents/guardians.   

Objective2: Improve data quality in ISEE uploads to ensure accuracy. 

Performance Measure: Random district audits of data quality including enrollment, 
attendance, and achievement tied to students and staff. 

Benchmark: Audits matching data submitted within a less than 10 percent margin of 
error. 
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